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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Bob Garsha

| must admit I’'ve been fooled again by the advent of Spring. I’'m still wearing three layers of
clothing just hoping there will be a softness to the morning. Still, there is some form of
contentment as | meet neighbors attending events, and | now have EQ 15 to read.

In this issue

Our Book Club, through the very capable hands of Bonnie Kohler, takes us on a ride with
Theodore Roosevelt. Did you know his father, Theodore Sr., was one of the founders of
New York Metropolitan Museum of Art? Teddy himself was a touchstone in America’s
history. Read on for some amazing facts.

Steve Rose continues his cavalcade of local impresarios to bring us an up close and
personal look at Michael Jung. Mike’s personal project is to save the planet and not just
through the game of ping pong. He turns out to be Portland’s own Daniel Day Lewis.

We sat down with our newest Board member Jay Sickler. He calls his work Forensic
Accounting, but we also see him as an Oregonian with a renaissance zeal for the good life.

Faith Smith’s column Reel Talks tackles the Rotten Tomato rated 92% 2002 movie Mostly
Martha. If you are looking for something to do on a rainy day, cozy up with this movie, a
plate of cheese, and a bottle of your favorite wine.

EQ has a lot to be thankful for, as many of you have graced its pages. This issue we say
good-bye to one of our very own founding members, Chris Steele.

Did you miss the Portland Winter Lights Festival? Larry didn’t — his capable writing and
photography once again gives us the full experience.

Need a romantic interlude? Bill, our valuable librarian, shines a light on those impassioned
books gracing our shelves.

Around Town shows us there is always more to do and see than you would expect. We
hope you take advantage and join your fellow Portlanders at any of these events. Links to

events included.

A group of interested residents attended both The Tea Ceremony Class and the Self
Defense Class. A few shared their thoughts. Watch for more classes in the future.

RETURN TO TABLE ©F CONTENTS



CARIS IN AER ©WN WORDS

Chris Steele, who has been a member of the EQ Team since
the beginning, is stepping aside to pursue other endeavors.
When you are a small building newsletter founding member,
your contributions and energy for this Elizabeth project are
continually significant.

Chris wrote or submitted articles for 14 editions. There may
not be a theme to Chris’ writing, but you can definitely
follow a wide path of care and concern for others.

Here are snippets of Chris through the years. We encourage you to go to the website and
read enjoy each article thoroughly.

EQ1
DID YOU KNow? The Albertina Kerr House

In Northeast Portland, Albertina Kerr is located in a beautiful historic building that once
operated as the Kerr Nursery, an adoption home, from 1921 until 1967. It is an upscale
thrifting and luncheon destination. The proceeds support the mission of Albertina Kerr —
empowering people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, mental health challenges
and other social barriers to lead self-determined lives and reach their full potential.

IN THE NEIGHBORAOOD J. Pepin Art Gallery

The J Pepin Art Gallery is celebrating a six-year anniversary this September. After relocating to
Portland from the San Francisco Bay area, Jen found she enjoyed the city and found a home
here, working in sales and marketing for the food and beverage industry. Her parents soon
followed, buying a loft in The Elizabeth.

Jen represents from 10 to 15 artists, all of whom struggle with mental illness, and find that art
has a therapeutic effect as well as providing an outlet for communication. Mental attitude and
mood have a direct impact on the art created, giving insights into individual struggles each
artist experiences.

EQ2
IN THE NEIGABORAOOD Basic Space

Christopher Roberts, the owner and artist, is still very busy in the Portland area, although he is
no longer leasing a space in our building. For three years, Chris enjoyed doing business in The
Elizabeth, next door to his good friend and fellow gallery owner, Jen Pepin. He has been in the
gallery business for many years, prior to opening Basic Space.

While Chris himself is a painter, having been inspired by his artist grandmother at the age of 6,
he enjoys representing artists who are less well known, and provides insights to struggling new
artists on the process of selling their art. Chris looks for artists whose art tells a story and
strives to create a visceral impact with his own art. While art is Chris’ livelihood and passion,
his educational background includes a master’s degree in quantum mechanics, a rather
different subject area from the creative career he now enjoys.


https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/EQuarterlySept19FINAL.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/EQuarterlyJan20FULL.pdf

EQ3
LOFTS HAPPENING Fashion in The Elizabeth

In our current high-tech fast-paced lifestyle, we tend to miss out on the simple pleasure of shopping for fashionable
clothes. We go on-line or fight the crowds and parking at the mall. Here in the Elizabeth, we have a fashion gem —
Sabina’s Style. Sabina was born and raised in Russia in a well-to-do family, where her fashion journey began. She
attended university in Moscow, receiving her masters in biochemistry.

Marriage brought her to Israel, where she obtained her PhD, and had her daughter. Sabina speaks Russian, Ukrainian,
English, and some German and Yiddish. Sabina began her retail adventure by initially working for some of the larger
department stores and realized she could bring her fashion dreams to reality by creating her own business. Using her
linguistic skills and sense of style, she travels to Italy, France, New York and LA, bringing unique clothing and
accessories to her Elizabeth Lofts store. Sabina offers not only high-quality clothing items but creates fashion
statements with matching accessories including purses, shoes, and jewelry.

EQ4
HOW ARE YOU DOING? Coping with the Pandemic

We asked a lot of residents about their life under the pandemic. Naturally, we asked a lot of questions. A few residents
shared how they are doing. We gently edited their answers and we thought you might be interested. The article ends
with this reminder by a fellow resident.

This so-called civilized world of ours, turns out, is incredibly fragile. But humans tend to be resilient, so we focus on
those who inspire and unite us.

BLACK LIVES MATTER We Can Breathe Together

When the world saw the video of George Floyd pleading that he couldn’t breathe while a police officer pressed his
knee on his neck, it reignited an awareness of unequal justice in America. This time it sparked a protest not only for
social justice but a new way of policing.

For some reason if someone says, “black lives matter,” some turn it into an all-inclusive “all lives matter.” It’s not an
either/or proclamation. When there is a crisis, we have always rallied around that particular group. It doesn’t discredit
or diminish others; it just brings
awareness and support to the
group that needs attention. | don’t
claim to have answers. | doubt I'm
even the one to propose them. So
let me leave you with this video of
the times. Perhaps it will move you
to speak out or at least stand up.

In collaboration with Bob Garsha, this video was graciously prepared
by Elliot Ross, Rhapsody Music School
www.rhapsodymusicschool.com www.elliotrossmusic.com



https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/EQuarterlyApr20FULL-1.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/EQuarterlyCURRENT.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z89gzKJLpiA

EQ5
HOW ARE WE DOING? Powell’s Reimagined for the Pandemic

My first introduction to Powell’s was when we bought our condo in The Elizabeth. To talk my daughter in California into
planning a visit, | told her about the “nearby large bookstore” and took a photo to send to her. My daughter, who was
working in the publishing industry at the time, responded; “Oh mom. You are so cute. It is only the largest independent
bookstore in the United States!” When she does visit, | am not allowed to go to Powell’s with her because she wants to
take her time and browse at her own (very slow) speed.

And then we had the pandemic, and Powell’s shut its doors along with most establishments in the city. | contacted
Emily Brodowicz, Powell’s Media Representative, to get some insights into their experience during the pandemic and
the plans moving forward. The most exciting development in the transitioning pandemic plan for the store: Powell’s
has now opened its doors on a limited basis. Most customers are excited to be inside the store again and are happy to
follow the social distancing, masking, and capacity rules put in place for the safety of customers and staff. The biggest
challenge has been to figure out the best plan to utilize the available shelf space in the blue and green rooms while
providing a selection of titles for every customer.

Emily’s final remark: “Like everyone, we are dealing with a lot of uncertainty right now, but as long as we have the
support of the community, we do see a successful path forward. We will all come out on the other side of this!” |
wish the same.

EQ6
IMUSICAL INTERLUDES

Covid has revised how we live our lives. Among many others, it has impacted those who work in the arts, with theaters
shuttered and the actors and performers left to find other venues to express their unique creativity.

Music is an emotional outlet for me, especially in this time of Covid. | can watch a sad news report but if music is added
| will be in tears. One especially moving performance was “Live with Carnegie Hall: Music as Medicine” (still available
online), performed with gifted frontline medical professionals. Even if you do not create the music, it provides a
sensory outlet in our isolated lives. Take some time to browse the sites | mentioned and find others. Go wipe the dust
off that unused instrument in the corner, or just SING.

BREAD AS THERAPY

During Covid isolation, and the related boredom, | have admired the sourdough efforts of friends on Facebook, where
beautiful breads, crackers, and waffles have been shared on a virtual basis. Sourdough has become a popular Covid-era
pastime; at one point flour was a high-demand item in grocery stores.

Last month, when EQ sponsored a sourdough bread baking class with
Tina Tsai, owner of The Eye Studio, | joined 3 other bakers to ZOOM a
lesson on this popular pastime.

My fellow classmates were Paula Casey and Martha Van Dyke. Paula
reports that she very much enjoyed the class and was further inspired to
hold a Holiday Cookie Party via ZOOM with her grandchildren.

| am now reasonable competition for all those Facebook sourdough
enthusiasts, and | am ready for the challenge of a new sourdough
creation.



https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/EQuarterlyOct20FULL.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/EQuarterlyJan21-FULLsm.pdf

EQ7
EQ TALKS A Conversation with Dita Pepin

| met Dita through The Elizabeth Lofts book club and also the knitters group. Dita shared remembrances of her days as
a professional ballerina in the Netherlands. | love the ballet and am always in awe of the strength and grace of these
performers, so | welcomed hearing Dita’s insights and her experiences in this profession.

Dita recalls her years in ballet affectionately. “...so wonderful. | can still feel it, thinking about it, I'm getting teary eyed,
is that weird? All those years? It was the biggest love of my life actually.”

EQ 8
BOOK REVIEW The Warmth of Other Suns

This book brings a timely understanding to the frustrations in the U.S. over the past year since George Floyd’s murder.
Many of the same barriers discussed in the book are found in society today. Teaching African American history in
school is not propagandizing; awareness must come before change. | am glad that this book crossed my path and will
continue to expand my education in this area.

EQ 10
NEW IN THE PEARL

Looking for a cup of coffee? Maybe a pastry to go with it? Long lines can be daunting, especially if you need that coffee.
There are many options in the Pearl. Check out Broobee, in The Gregory at 433 NW 10th Avenue.

EQ11
The Addiction to Exercising

When the pandemic began, like many of you, | was no longer able to enjoy

daily trips to the gym to work out. My retirement goal was to stay physically

fit, but also to avoid COVID. | now enjoy exercising outside, although snow is

a deterrent. Still, | was missing Josh, my last trainer at 24 Hour Fitness. |

thought | would share with you my solution to this fitness challenge. When

Trainer Josh moved to Portland from Eugene with his dog Tyson, he lived in

the Elizabeth for a short time so possibly some Elizabeth residents may

already know him. He has now started his own business, called THE ADDICTED,

and has a studio space on NW 14th Avenue across from Safeway. The fitness

concept behind THE ADDICTED is Ambition, Dedication, and Discipline. | am amazed at what | can do, and
enjoy the feeling of using my strength to do things | never would have imagined | would be capable of doing. Not bad
for an old lady.

Exercises For the Brain

Have you become addicted to the new word craze — Wordle? My friends and | claim we are doing mental exercises
when we play. | wake myself up every day with coffee and a word game.

Then it is on to more physical exercise — a requirement for all the sourdough bread baking that happens after mental
and physical exercise.


https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/EQ7-FULL-Websm.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/EQ8-Quarterly07-21.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/EQ10sm.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/EQ11sm.pdf

EQ12
Portland Rose City

The rose garden is in bloom. Roses were first popularized in Portland by Georgina Buron Pittock, wife of publisher
Henry Pittock. In 1888, she invited friends and neighbors to exhibit their roses in a tent set up in her garden, and the
Portland Rose Society was established. One of the most popular Rose-related events is the Rose Festival, with its
parades, ceremonies ,and of course the Rose Queen and her court. The first festival was in 1907, but its roots go back
to 1837 when the first rose bushes were imported into the city. Portland has a long history with roses. The
International Rose Test Garden is the best example of this love affair with the rose, but the relationship began even
before the garden was started. It is the best free attraction of the city and should not be missed.

EQ 13
The Elizabeth Celebrates the End of Summer

Many of us gathered on the plaza for great conversation, enjoyable music,
and fabulous food. The tables were decorated with festive flowers making
the evening a true celebration. Overall, Elizabethans know how to have a
good time!

EQ 14

Tourist Attraction in Qur Backyard

We walk past them every day. The Lovejoy Columns represent an artifact of the Pearl District history of rail yards and
warehouses. The Greek artist, Tom Stefopoulos, had a thriving commercial art business in Seattle prior to coming to
Portland to work in the rail yards. His work on the Lovejoy Columns, 1948-1952, was completed in between trains
while working as a watchman. He climbed on top of boxcars to reach the location of this early “graffiti.” Be sure to take
your out-of-town visitors to this very local attraction.

Chris was also the Editor of Happenings In and Around the Elizabeth and the earlier column Around Town.
No one can say someone was the best, but many can say someone made others just a little bit better.

EQ welcomes your comments on this article or the Issue: EQ@ElizabethLofts.org

RETURN TO TABLE OF CONTENTS


https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/EQ-issue12sm1-1.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/EQ13sm.pdf
https://www.elizabethlofts.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/EQ14sm-1.pdf

MICRAEL JUNG

Steve Rose sits down with Mike Jung

SR: Michael Jung is a true renaissance man: a ping pong
entrepreneur, a Fulbright Scholar, one of the Directors of the
Oregon Environmental Council, an expert on utilities, an
advisor to two governors on climate change, an eagle scout,
and more. Mike, it is terrific being here with you!

MJ: Likewise, Steve.

SR: What is Pips & Bounce?

MJ: Let’s say Pips & Bounce was a midlife crisis. | grew up in Appalachia, eastern Kentucky, and if
you have been there before, there is not a whole lot to do there. My parents were wise enough
to put a ping pong table in the basement, and my brother and | — as young boys — spent every
waking moment we could trying to beat each other up around that ping pong table. It was our

happy place.

| eventually moved to Portland, Oregon. My brother was living in New York City and, when | would
go visit him, we would end up playing ping pong in this place that he liked. Living in NYC, he had
reached this point where you either become a hedge fund gazillionaire or figure out another place
to build your life. He was ready for a move, and | said, why don’t you move out to Portland? He
said, what would | do? And | said, let’s do something fun. | said, ping pong was always fun. | had
some money from an IPO of a company | helped to start, and | said, let’s start a business, build
one rather than buy one.

SR: Tell me about the name?

MJ: Good question. If you google “ping pong words” the list that comes up is very aggressive:
smash, kill, slice, spin, and drive. Really aggressive words and, for us, ping pong was always fun.
So, we kept scrolling and we found the word “pips”. Neither of us knew what that meant but we
found out. It refers to those dimpled dots that you find on the rubber of old school ping pong
paddles. We thought A, it’s cute; B, it’s not aggressive; and C, it
reflects the desire to keep the point going, a defensive strategy.
That was our idea — a racket in one hand and a drink in the other.

SR: So you started Pips & Bounce. Where was it located?

MJ: Lower eastside of southeast Portland, between Eighth and

Ninth on Belmont Street. Ping pong requires a lot of space, and we have about 4500 square feet.
That gives us ten tables. Right now, we have six due to Covid restrictions. We opened in November
of 2014. | received a lot of notes from customers saying, how do | take this home, it has been the
best part of my Portland experience, I'd love to do this, how do we franchise this. For years, my
brother and | said don’t let our crazy idea become your financial ruin. Every time we made money,
we did something contrary to capitalism like providing health care and 401Ks for all our
employees. That said, it was a viable business.


https://www.pipsandbounce.com/about

Around year five we said, let’s not be selfish, let’s figure out a way we could bring our happy place to everyone. So, we set
up a franchise system. Remember, ping pong itself at best is a break-even proposition as it takes up a lot of real estate.
The income from the ping pong tables is not that high so, to pay the rent, you’ve got to sell something. We went all in and
got a full range liquor license. We put a kitchen in so players could have a bite and a drink. Before Covid, at our peak, we
had 20 employees on staff. During the holiday season, the Nike’s, the Adidas’, the Intel’s need to get employees together
to do something active and memorable. We became a real hit.

SR: So what happened to the national aspirations?

MJ: We got on Shark Tank. We pitched them. We actually did not want their money; we wanted their eyeballs instead.
We set up a franchise system. We thought our pitch was perfect; however, the day we aired was the day the first Covid
patient in Oregon was diagnosed. | think you can gather how the story went from there. Having a business premised on
gathering large groups of people fully in doors turned out to be a bad business proposition during Covid.

SR: If you wanted to resurrect the business idea now, do you think it would be successful?

MUJ: | think it would be. | have already invested and lost the capital that was necessary to turn it into a franchise system.
We had leased a building in Minneapolis that was going to be the center showroom hub of the franchise element of the
business. We had to cancel that contract. We lost a lot of money in the design and planning process of that. At the end of
the day, we realized we never went into this to be a business. Its essence was to make people happy, and it turned out
our timing was off through no fault of our own. Our location in Portland still makes people happy so let’s keep that going
and not get ahead of ourselves.

SR: Are you still involved in the day-to-day aspects of the business?

MJ: To the extent | am involved, | am usually in the way. During the pandemic, my brother started a coffee roasting
business. So, he currently spends about half his time on the coffee roasting business and the other half with Pips & Bounce.
The first employee that we ever hired is now the general manager, and she is responsible to run the day-to-day operations.
These days, our employee numbers range between six and ten.

SR: Is your younger brother about five years younger than you?

MUJ: Yes, that is correct; he is five years younger. We have estimated we have played each other in 12,000 ping pong games,
and | think | have won two.

SR: Two games entirely?

“...but I have more Stubbornness and grit..."

MJ: Yes, but the others were all close. My theory is my parents fed me rice, and they fed him steak. He is taller, faster,
stronger, and has better hand-eye coordination, but | have more stubbornness and grit so that is what keeps it close. Plus,
| am better looking. At this point with Pips & Bounce, we have taken the risks we were willing to take. It has not gone the
way we had hoped, so we are not trying to build an empire. We are just trying to make people happy. Between the
dreaming and scheming and planning and building of the business, it was taking the majority of my time, beyond was | did
with my job and family.

SR: Had you ever opened a business before? You said you did an IPO, what was that business structure?

MJ: No, | had never done a business before. On the IPO, | had joined early as an employee of a company called Silver
Spring Networks which was building smart grid technology for utilities to connect the grid with communication networks.
That company solved problems. We built something that was successful. In my ten years with that company, we connected
well over 50 million homes in the United States to smart meters. We provided the communication aspects. We ended up
going public on the Nasdaq Exchange. | was employee number 100 or so. Prior to that, | spent about nine years with
American Electric Power.

SR: Let’s backtrack a bit. Where were you born?



MJ: | was born in South Korea. | came to the United States when | was three. My parents moved to America one year
before | came over. In the years following the passage of the Great Society, Medicare, and Medicaid, the United States
was facing a shortage of physicians because demand for medicine outstripped supply. My dad was in the last wave of
physicians imported to fill that need.

My dad’s father had become a schoolteacher. During the Japanese takeover of South Korea, he was a rebel and broke into
schools and stole textbooks to educate himself. When the Japanese left, he was one of the few Korean citizens who had
not been tainted by the Japanese educational system. My grandfather became a school principal and my dad said, | don’t
want to follow your footsteps, so he became a rebel too and became a physician. Then, | showed up and did not want to
follow my dad’s footsteps, so | opened a ping pong bar. My mom was trained as a nurse in South Korea. They met at a
religious retreat. Catholic, | believe. She was fascinated; she thought he was a monk.

SR: Where you raised Catholic?

MJ: To some extent. | am skeptical of institutional loyalties or so-called blind faith. My dad came with my mom to the
States with a one-way ticket and the phone number of a friend of a friend to stay with. | was left with my paternal
grandparents and an army of aunts and uncles who were all young at that time. | followed my parents to the United States
about one year later. It took them that long to save enough money to send my mom back to go fetch me. | have a sister
ten years younger than me. | am the oldest of three. | am the guinea pig.

SR: Where did your family settle in the United States?

MJ: We moved to Rochester, New York. My dad was training there about 1977. He started as a surgical resident but, as
the story goes, surgery training has an abusive kind of culture: a lot of yelling and screaming and interns collapsing under
pressure. My dad tells a story of one night not remembering falling asleep but waking up in an elevator in the middle of
the night. He thought that a surgery vocation did not seem sustainable, and he surmised that the guy on the other side of
the surgery table from him seemed a lot happier — he was the anesthesiologist. So, my dad switched to anesthesia, and
we moved to Houston, Texas for his anesthesia residency.

" We were on a road trin to Nova Scofia..."”

After that we ended up in Kentucky. There were two reasons. We were on a road trip to Nova Scotia because my mother
was enamored by the Ann of Green Gables books that she had grown up with. So, she wanted to see the setting. On the
road trip there, my father was driving through the Cumberland Gap. He got out of the car and thought the landscape
reminded him of home. So, we made our home in Kentucky in Prestonsburg, a town whose population was measured in
the hundreds and | loved it. A town where everyone knows everyone else. Just a very tight knit community. Then we
moved to the big city, Ashland, Kentucky, which at the time probably had a population of 10,0000 or so. This was
Appalachia. It did not take me long to figure out that many of my classmates were living in pretty serious poverty. It was
a Coal Miner’s Daughter kind of place.

SR: What was it like growing up there?

MJ: | loved it. When you are a kid, you don’t know any of the context. | just enjoyed riding my bike on the bike paths. | got
rides in a really cool Datsun to school with a friend who was my neighbor, and his dad was an Air Force pilot. The nearby
state park where we took hikes and walks was amazing.

SR: What caused your family to move around other than your dad’s job? Were there climate related issues?

MJ: In Rochester, in 1977, there was a huge blizzard, and the Army had to airlift food to the residents. In Houston, there
was a hurricane in 1983 or 1984 that blew the roof off our garage. In a sense, we were early climate refugees.

SR: You went to an elite prep school — Phillips Exeter Academy — is that correct?



MUJ: Yes, | was lucky to get into Exeter. There was a kid in my neighborhood who was a troublemaker, and he told me he
was being sent off to prep boarding school which to him felt like a disciplinary academy. My first reaction was, you are not
going to leave me in this neighborhood alone with no one to play with. So, | applied to prep schools as well. We applied
to many of the same schools, but we did not get into the same school. He got into the southern schools; | got into the New
England prep schools. Next thing | knew, | was unpacking in New Hampshire.

At Exeter, | was surrounded by as curious and as ambitious students as | was. | made a lot of friends | would not have met
in Kentucky. Honestly, in my youth, | was a restless soul, and | may have gotten into trouble in Kentucky. At Exeter, | could
push the limits of my curiosity. | had no scholarship. My parents, by some great design, paid the bill.

In Kentucky, the only things at school you could get good at were math and sciences because they were objective; you
could study them on your own. When | got to Exeter, | discovered languages, arts, and music. | studied German; | added
Russian my senior year. | continued my linguistic interests in college. | studied

Chinese Mandarin and Korean. | would rank my language proficiency in the order of
English, Korean, Mandarin, German, and Russian.

SR: Then off to Yale, why?

MJ: | had a friend who went to Yale a year ahead of me. He liked Yale, so | thought
| would like Yale. As simple as that.

SR: And were you correct?

MJ: Yes, | was. In my first year | met my future wife there on a blind date that worked out. That was the fall of 1993. My
wife is an OBGYN, also Korean American. | had never gone out on a date with a Korean before. | thought | would never
end up marrying a Korean woman. | grew up in Appalachian Kentucky and had no interactions with Korean culture.
Meeting other Koreans who grew up in Korean communities in New York and New Jersey, | just found | did not click with
them. My wife grew up in Cleveland, Ohio. | think what we had was that we both were less comfortable with other
Koreans. We now have 3 children, ages 18, 16, and 11.

SR: At Yale, what were your academic interests?

MJ: | just took every class that looked interesting for the first two years, and then | figured out what majors | could
complete in the last two years. My majors became East Asian Studies and Environmental Studies.

SR: What was your intention to do with those?
MJ: | had no idea; | just wanted to save the world.
SR: How?

MJ: Well, when | was a boy scout, | would want to leave the campground cleaner than | found it. So, why not broaden that
to planet earth? Then, where is the biggest campsite in this campground? Well, that would be China. Then you say, what
are China’s biggest problems, and | would say environment. What are the causes of those problems? Energy, with the
drivers being transportation and electricity. | did my undergraduate thesis on transportation and energy, and their
environmental impact in China. Then | pivoted my career and looked beyond China, and | have since worked in electricity.
| spent a summer at Lawrence Berkeley Labs China Energy Group which does a statistical analysis of energy in China. After
Yale, | did a Fulbright year. | then worked for a couple of years. Three years after graduating, | showed up at Harvard
Kennedy School.

SR: Tell me about the Fulbright year.

MJ: | wanted to go back to Korea. | wanted to meet the people who raised me. | wanted to learn about the culture that |
came from. My wife also got a scholarship to study language in Korea so | did not have to let her get away as | knew she
would do a lot better than me if she found out who was out there. So, all those things converged. It was a great year,
1997-1998.



SR: After that you were employed?

MJ: Yes. My wife started medical school, and | started my career in energy. That was in Columbus, Ohio. | started working
in energy and environmental issues at American Electric Power, a publicly held utility.

| was doing environmental compliance planning, helping them to figure out which power plants to retrofit with which
pollution controls in what order, with what type of capital optimization. It required technical skills | did not have.
Throughout my career, I've figured if you surround yourself with people smarter than you, you will get smarter. | was
there from 1998 to 2000. Then | left for two years to attend graduate school and returned from 2002 to 2006. | went to
the Harvard Kennedy School for those two years while my wife stayed in Ohio. Her first two years of medial school involved
a lot of studying so | was out of her way, which was probably a good thing. So, it wasn’t as hard as we thought it would
be.

From 2000-2002 at Harvard, | was probably the only student interested in energy and environmental policy. | got my
Master’s in Public Policy.

SR: How did that relate to environment and environmental climate issues?

MJ: The Harvard Kennedy School has a pantheon of professors who are giants in their
fields: economists, scientists, climatologists, people who understand that intersection
of policy, energy, and environment. Because of my interests being different from other students, | got to have open access
to these issues.

SR: Did you do a master’s thesis?

MUJ: Yes, it was on demand side price responsiveness in electricity. With other goods, when it gets too expensive, you use
less of it. With electricity, this is not the case as it is set at a flat rate. Why don’t we let the price of electricity respond to
the market — when it is abundant, we use more of it; when it becomes scarce, we use less of it.

SR: After graduation, you returned to Ohio to work for American Electric Power, where you worked until 2006. What did
you do next?

MUJ: | left to work on a gubernatorial campaign for Ted Strickland, who became governor of Ohio. | served on the transition
team and then served as advisor on the big energy bill, his signature accomplishment. The bill encompassed everything
you want as a progressive policy wonk: clean energy standards, energy efficiency, re-regulation of utilities, zero emission
standards. | did not author the bill but architected it. | was an employee of the state from 2006 to 2008, and then was
ready for a change.

SR: What was that change?

MJ: My father and | had climbed Mt Kilimanjaro. | wanted to go to some place with big mountains.
My wife and | shopped cities and decided on Portland. We came in the middle of December and
had a great time. Before moving, my wife got a position with Kaiser Permanente and | found work
with a clean tech start-up, Silver Spring Network, where | could work remotely.

SR: What did you do at Silver Spring?

MJ: Policy. The utilities are regulated. We sold technology to utilities, which they could not purchase until the regulators
agreed. | worked with the regulators. | worked there from 2008 to 2018.

SR: What did you do then?

MJ: | took some time with Pips & Bounce, hatching the franchising plans. | then was involved with voltage maximization
successively with two companies. Electrical consumers get more voltage than they need for their electricity. We tried to
reduce the amount of voltage, resulting in a savings to the consumer and a reduction of the carbon footprint. After that,



| worked for PNGC Power, an electric and transmission cooperative providing rural electric power. | tried to ensure that
PNGC would be able to provide adequate electrical power at an appropriate price.

SR: Let’s go to your work for Governor Kitzhaber.

MJ: | lead an energy policy taskforce. | was the chair. | was new to Oregon at that point, so | was a neutral party. We were
providing energy policy recommendations for him to consider implementing in his then third term as Governor. He wanted
me on his team full time, but | did not know him and his team. | wanted to roll it slow, and | am glad | did.

SR: You have recently gone to work for ICF. What is ICF?

MJ: ICF is a global consultancy, 8,000 people, 80 offices, with 40 years of working on climate. It's
a tremendous organization. It serves governments and nonprofits around the world,

SR: What is your job with them?

MUJ: | lead the ICF Climate Center, which is a newly established initiative that is a thought leadership platform.
SR: What will you try to do with that?

MJ: Save the world! We will generate original insights learned from our clients using the analytical tools we have
developed in the decades we have been at this to provide other organizations the information they need to do the right
thing. ICF is a consultancy. Clients come to us to solve problems they can’t solve themselves. Not everyone knows the
guestions they should ask or the scope they should be considering. Once they see the capabilities the Climate Center can
offer, they can see themselves as part of the solution.

“Al the end of the day, no one is exempt irom the
impact of climaie change."

SR: What about if they have contrary monetary incentives, how can you encourage them to do the right thing?

MJ: It is a time horizon question. At the end of the day, no one is exempt from the impact of climate change. It doesn’t
matter how much money you are making right now, at some point the party is over. Climate change is universal in its
impact and universal in the fact that everyone can be part of its solution. Oil and gas companies can look at this and see,
when the party is over, they will be hung out to dry. Alternatively, they can begin transitioning now and take a look at
making their assets and infrastructure a part of the solution. Oil and gas companies are either publicly held investor owned
or state controlled, which means that they are subject to political pressures as well. So, we can use investor resolutions
and political pressures to influence the time horizon. | am either going to get kicked out of this job because | am pushing
too hard, or | will get kicked up so | can make bigger impacts within ICF because | am doing it well.

SR: You recently attended the Climate Conference in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt.
MUJ: Yes, the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

SR: What did you hope to accomplish by attending?

MJ: ICF serves so many clients around the world, it made sense for us to be
present at the largest gathering of climate interests around the world.

SR: You are also a member of the Oregon Environmental Council. What do
you do there?

MJ: | am a member of the Board. | try to be helpful with the things that |
know, helpful with the people | know and with the issues | understand. The
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OEC was there at the beginning of the bottle bill. It is responsible for shaping Oregon into the great place we are today.
Combine political acumen with scientific rigor. And make sure that interests that are not otherwise represented by
corporations have a place at the table. It is a nonprofit advocacy group. | enjoy it tremendously. This is my last year; it has
been six years. It is nice to be connected to your own community. We have gotten a lot of clean energy legislation done.
Clean transportation has advanced, and climate has become front and center.

SR: Let me review some of your other interests. You have a black belt in Taekwondo, you are a competitive ballroom
dancer, you are a professional ski instructor, you are an avid tennis player. Do you have time to pursue all those
avocations?

MJ: | don’t do them all at the same time but, like | said before, | am a restless soul. If you give me something, | will go all
the way.

SR: You are a backpacker?
MJ: | love it! My goal is to spend as many nights in the summer under the stars as | do on the slopes each winter.
SR: What does the future hold f